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Children of Incarcerated Parents:
An Interim Report

With the passage of HB 1426, Children of Incarcerated Parents, the 2005 Washington
legislature directed the state Departments of Corrections and Social and Health Services
to co-lead a collaborative interagency exploration of the needs of children whose parents
are incarcerated in this state. The fourfold charge includes the following items:

« Identification of existing state services and programs, as well as recognized
community based services and programs, for children whose parents are
incarcerated,

« Identification of methods to improve collaboration and coordination of existing
service and programs;

e Recommendations concerning new services and programs for children whose
parents are incarcerated, involving both interagency and community based efforts;

« ldentification of evidenced-based practices and areas for further research to
support the long-term provision of services and programs for children whose
parents are incarcerated, including the following:

(i) Identification and ongoing collection of data relating to incarcerated
individuals in the state who have children under eighteen years of age; and

(ii) Identification and sharing of information relating to children of incarcerated
parents who are involved in the juvenile justice or child welfare systems, to
the extent permissible under federal and state law.

Department of Corrections and Department of Social and Health Services appointed Ms.
Betsy Rodgers, Program Manager for Children’s Administration, and Ms. Belinda
Stewart, Superintendent of Washington Correction Center for Women, to lead the
identification and development of an oversight committee and the committee’s
subsequent work. Stewart and Rodgers expanded their steering group to include Ms.
Dee Crocker, Washington Correction Center for Women and Dr. Kathleen Russell,
Pacific Lutheran University. Ms Jane Parnell, Associate Superintendent at Washington
Correction Center for Women, serves as facilitator for the oversight committee. Ms.
Karen Campbell-Woods, University of Washington intern, and Ms. Karen Chapman,
WCCW volunteer, provide administrative support to the steering and oversight groups.

The 26-member interdisciplinary oversight committee met for the first time on September
8 and 9, 2005 in the Columbia Center at Pacific Lutheran University to explore its task
and organize its work.> Members of this committee must be recognized for their great
commitment to children with incarcerated parents. Participation on the task force is

L A list of oversight committee members is appended to this report. See Appendix 1.



voluntary, and members and their agencies have absorbed the costs associated with
participation.

The oversight committee formed four subcommittees dealing with phases in the judicial
and incarceration process. Each subcommittee has recruited additional members to assist
in data gathering and analysis. The subcommittees focus on the need of and services to
children in each of these areas:

e Pre-incarceration

e Confinement

¢ Re-entry/Reunification
e On-going Services

On November 8, the oversight committee gathered again, this time at the Administration
of Courts office in SeaTac to hear reports from the subcommittees, to consider formative
recommendations, and to plan its work for early 2006. A series of monthly meetings for
the oversight committee have been scheduled to hear speakers, share data and craft
fiscally responsible recommendations. The dates for these meetings are:

e January 27 at the Children’s Services Office in Kent
e February 24 at the Children’s Services Office in Kent
e March 24 at the Children’s Services Office in Kent

o April TBA

e May TBA

Thus far, the subcommittees have independently recognized that services in Washington
State dedicated to children whose parents are incarcerated are few in number, small in
scope, and subsequently fragmented. While some local programs exist, they are not
comprehensive and depend upon grant funding or private organizations. Even at the
national level, though there are some pioneering states and organizations scrambling to
develop services for these children, their caregivers, and their families, the programs are
works in progress and have not been sufficiently evaluated to develop best practice
standards. Evaluation efforts are further challenged by difficulties in collecting data
about this transient population.

Data amassed by and generated for the oversight committee and its subcommittees fall
into several categories. Pacific Lutheran University faculty, in cooperation with the
Department of Corrections are sampling the offender population to learn more about
children of offenders in the state of Washington. This information will be available in
late spring for inclusion in the final report to the Legislature. Subcommittees are
interviewing caregivers, prisoners, service providers, and adult children. Information
about current services available in Washington State and other parts of the nation is being
summarized in resource guide form, and a review of the literature will be appended to the
final report as well.



The co-leads and the oversight committee will finalize the findings of the subcommittees
and data from the Departments of Corrections and Social and Health Services in a report
to the legislature that will be delivered on June 30, 2006.
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Benz, Rev. Paul — Faith Based
Pbenz@Icsnw.org

Director Lutheran Public Policy Office of
WA

766 John St, Suite B

Seattle, WA 98109

Phone: 206-464-4133; Cell: 206-390-4133
Fax: 206-626-0987

Berry, Tom - DSHS
BerryTJ@DSHS.wa.gov

Division of Employment & Assistance
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PO Box 45470
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Phone: 360-725-4617; Fax: 360-413-3493

Campbell-Wood, Karen — Admin
kccampbellwood@aol.com

4216 77" Ave CT NW
Gig Harbor, WA 98335
Phone: 253-265-2719: Cell: 206-234-2422

Chapman, Karen — Admin
karenchapman@yahoo.com
8513 Forest Ave SW

Lakewood, WA 98498
Phone: 253-582-1147; Cell 253-222-4482
Fax: 888-276-8039

Crocker, Dee -DOC
dacrocker@docl.wa.gov
Corrections Specialist

9601 Bujacich Rd NW
Gig Harbor, WA 98332
Phone: 253-858-4653
Fax: 253-858-4296

12-05--05

de Haan, Benjamin —At Large
bdehaan@casey.org

Managing Director, State Strategy
Casey Family Programs

1300 Dexter North

Seattle, WA 98109

Phone: 206 2164176

Dennis, Chief Deputy William F. (De) —Law
Enforcement — Confinement Team Chair
DeD@co.island.wa.us

Chief Deputy Island County Jail

P O Box 5000

Coupeville, WA 98239

Phone: 360 -679-7324

Garland, Cathy — Community

Reentry Team Chair

cathyg@chs-wa.org

Regional Director

Children’s Home Society Washington
4338 Auburn Way N.

Auburn, WA 98002-8011

Direct: 253-850-2556 Phone: 253-854-0700 ex
156; Cell: 253-740-5461 Fax: 253-852-3119

Heard, Sonja - Judicial
Sonja.Heard@opd.wa.gov
Office of Public Defense

Evergreen Plaza
711 South Capitol Way, Suite 106

Olympia, WA 98504
Phone: 360-586-3164 ex103

Johnson, Dr. Karen — At Large
drj_heretoserve@hotmail.com

Commission on African American Affairs
PO Box 6338

Olympia, WA 98507

Phone: 360-786-6991




Kelly, Rebecca - DSHS
kellyrh@dshs.wa.gov
Juvenile Rehabilitation
PO Box 45720,
Olympia, WA 98504
Phone: 360-902-7752

Kieffer, Chief Rick — Law Enforcement
rickk@ci.normandy-park.wa.us

801 SW 174™ Street,

Normandy Park, WA 98166

Phone: 206-248-7600

Lantz, Rep Patricia - Legislative
lantz.patricia@leg.wa.gov

PO Box 40600

Olympia, WA 98504

Phone 360-786-7964

Lund, Kristie - Caregiver
jazzsma@yahoo.com

26441 104™ Ave SE Apt. B-01
Kent, WA. 98030

McCarthy, Judge Harry - Judicial
harry.mccarthy@metrokc.gov

Judge of the Superior Court

King County Juvenile Court

1211 East Alder, YSC-CS-0100

Seattle, WA 98122-5598

Phone: 206-296-9205; Fax: 206-205-2585

Milford, Lorrie — Community
Lmilford@voaww.org
Volunteers of America

PO Box 839

Everett, WA 98206-0839
Phone: 425-259-3191 ex 2331;
Fax: 425-259-5601

Eugene, Jennifer — Community Alternate
jeugene@voaww.org
Phone: 425-259-3191 ex 2312;

Minker, Beth - Community
Bethm@bigsandlittles.org

Big Brothers Big Sisters of King & Pierce
Counties

1600 South Graham Street

Seattle, WA 98108

T 206.763.9060 x229 (Seattle)

T 253.396.9630 x229 (Tacoma)

F 206.763.8748

Murphy, Ron — At Large
rmurphy@casey.org
Casey Family Programs
1300 Dexter North

Seattle, WA 98109
Phone: 206-352-4258

Peters, Rick - Judicial
petersr@co.thurston.wa.us

Thurston County Prosecuting Attorney's
2000 Lake Ridge Dr SW

Olympia, WA 98502

Work: 360-786-5574 x7875; Cell: 253-381-
2898

Roberts, Rep Mary Helen - Legislative
roberts.maryhelen@leg.wa.gov

PO Box 98504

Olympia, WA 98504

District Phone: 425-745-9954

Olympia office/staff: 360-786-7950

Rodgers, Betsy - DSHS
BETS300@dshs.wa.gov

1115 Washington St SE

Olympia, WA 98504-5110

Phone: 360-902-0251; Cell: 253-208-3067
Fax: 360-902-7903

Russell, Dr. Kathy — Education
kzrussell@docl.wa.gov

Pacific Lutheran University

(on sabbatical at WCCW)

9601 Bujacich Rd NW

Gig Harbor, WA 98332

Phone: 253-858-4200, ext. 536

Fax: 253-858-4296; Cell: 253-370-2277




Sande, Kathleen - Education
ksande@ospi.wednet.edu

Program Supervisor

Institutional Education

PO Box 47200,

Olympia, WA 98504-7200

Phone: 360-725-6046;

(Vida, Office Assistant 360-725-6051)

Skreen, Janet — Judicial
Pre-Incarceration Team Chair
Janet.skreen@courts.wa.gov

Sr. Court Program Analyst

PO Box 41170

Olympia, WA 98504

Phone: 360-705-5252

Stewart, Belinda D - DOC
bdstewart@DOC1.WA.GOV
Superintendent WCCW

9601 Bujacich Rd NW

Gig Harbor, WA 98332

Phone: 253-858-4212; Cell 253-377-2993
Fax 253-858-4685

Willis, Pastor Lawrence (Ricky) -
Faith Based

Truevinechurch 2001@hotmail.com
True Vine Holiness Church

735 18th Ave,

Seattle, WA 98122

Phone: 206-852-1298




